samples from control plots from fertilizer trails throughout Britain irrespective of the crop grown. This information allowed the author to obtain some tentative critical cation activity ratios as a basis for future work.
For soil chemists and soil fertility workers alike, this article provides interesting and thought provoking reading.-GARY M. LESSMAN, Professor of Plant and Soil Sciences, Knoxville, Tennessee.
Soil-Microbiology in Eastern European Countries
Edited by J. Szegi. Published by Hungarian Academv of Sciences, Budapest. 454 p. 1972. $18.50. This symposium on soil microbiology took place June [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] 1970 at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest. Over 150 soil microbiologists from 19 countries took part. This was the first Hungarian symposium on soil microbiology. Hungary has been one of the seats of advancement in soil science since the days of Prof. Sigmond in early 1900's; therefore, soil microbiology occupies an important place in the domain of! soil science. In fact more emphasis is placed on this branch of soil science in Eastern Europe than in Western Europe and the USA.
This symposium had two sections in which 65 papers were presented. The first section emphasized the role of microorganisms in the transformation of soil organic matter. The second part dealt with the interaction of herbicides and microorganisms. The papers were translated into four languages simultaneously-Russian, English, Hungarian, and German.
Dr. Mischustin from the USSR introduced section one with a lecture on the role of plant residues in organic matter formation. The other 49 papers in this section dealt with a variety of problems confronting soil microbiologists in understanding transformations of soil organic matter by microorganisms. Russian workers presented research applicable to their regions which is understandable in view of the varieties of soils, climate, and crops-growth in the Soviet Union. There were a number of Polish workers who presented good work on the effect of different forms of nitrogen fertilizers on the humification of straw by using 15 N. Soil microbiologists from the German Democratic Republic also presented papers of high caliber.
Czechoslovakian microbiologists were of great help in the language interpretation to nonEnglish speaking European workers. Their own work was very stimulating and interesting. A number of soil scientists from Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Italy, India, lapan, and France also presented quality research papers at this conference which made this symposium worth attending.
Dr. Domsch from West Germany introduced the second section of the symposium by lecturing on the interaction of soil microbes and pesticides. It was an exciting review in this field that gave insight into the decomposition of some important and widely used biocides in agriculture. Dr. Szegi, who is the editor of this symposium, also gave an excellent paper dealing with the effect of herbicides on the decomposition of cellulose. Bulgarian workers contributed three papers to this section dealing mainly with the effect of herbicides on soil fungi and on the breakdown of "Casoron." They concluded that this herbicide inhibited the number of soil bacteria and fungi while Azotobacter was not affected up to 90 days after treatment.
In the pages of this symposium one can read the progress of soil microbiology in the East European countries without visiting these countries. This book will be of interest not only to soil microbiologists but also to students and workers in the field of soil fertility, soil biology, and soil biochemistry. The print is good and the cost is moderate. Dr. Szegi deserves a great deal of credit for the many hours spent organizing and editing this symposium. It was discouraging not to see more soil microbiologists from Canada, UK, and USA at this symposium. The transportation, lodging, and food arrangements for the delegates were very satisfactory. Budapest at this time of the year was scenic.
I would recommend it without reservation to the students and workers of soil microbiology in spite of the 2-year delay in publication.-P. CHANDRA, Professor, Lake Superior State College, Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. 
